
Men’s Conference for the Year of Mercy 
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Speaker: Scot Landry 
 
“Are you tough enough to be a Man of Mercy? 7 Challenges." 
 
• March 13, 2013.  Who remembers what happened then on that date? 

o The very rainy conditions when the white smoke came up.   
o Hearing Jorge Cardinal Bergoglio’s name and not understanding it. 
o Seeing his overwhelmed expression.  Remember that? 
o Hearing him humbly ask for our prayers.  Praying the Our Father, Hail Mary 

and Glory Be as a world-wide community of faith. 
 
• March 17, 2013.  Who remembers what happened on that date? 

o Yes, St. Patrick’s Day. 
o First Angelus Message. 
o 2 days prior to his installation. 
o Pope Francis was smiling by then!  
o His key message: 

§ On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Gospel of John presents to us the 
episode of the adulterous woman, whom Jesus saves from being 
condemned to death. Jesus' attitude is striking: we do not hear words 
of scorn, we do not hear words of condemnation, but only words of 
love, of mercy, which are an invitation to conversion. “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and do not sin again” (v. 11). Ah! Brothers and 
Sisters, God's face is the face of a merciful father who is always 
patient. Have you thought about God's patience, the patience he has 
with each one of us? That is his mercy. He always has patience, 
patience with us, he understands us, he waits for us, he does not tire of 
forgiving us if we are able to return to him with a contrite heart. “Great 
is God's mercy”, says the Psalm. 

o Anyone know what his most remembered quote was that day?   
§ God never tires of forgiving us, it is we who tire of asking for 

forgiveness! 
§ He ended his address for emphasis with: 

• Let us never tire, let us never tire! He is the loving Father who 
always pardons, who has that heart of mercy for us all. And let us 
too learn to be merciful to everyone. 

o There is no doubt in my mind that this Jubilee Year of Mercy has been his 
goal since that first day.  The theme “Merciful like the Father” was part of his 



main message.  The idea of gratefully receiving God’s mercy and then 
sharing it with others was present in his very first planned message to us.   

o Does anyone know what Pope Francis’ motto as a bishop and pope is? 
§ Miserando atque eligendo. 

o Does anyone know what that means?   
§ It comes from a reflection [by the Venerable Bede] on the calling of 

Saint Matthew the Tax Collector.  Bede wrote, "Jesus saw the tax 
collector and having great mercy, chose him as an Apostle saying to 
him : Follow me." 

§ Pope Francis likewise felt that God in his mercy, chose him to be a 
disciple, a priest, a bishop and now the Vicar of Christ on Earth. 

 
• Back to March 17, 2013. [Handing out of the keychains] 

o There were somewhere between 250,000 and one million people in Saint 
Peter’s Square that day.   

o And there was a somewhat crazy bald guy with a Boston accent that rolled a 
100 pound suitcase through the crowd to try to get closer.  That made him 
very popular with all the Italians! 

o But he wasn’t heading to the airport afterward.  In the suitcase there weren’t 
any clothes, toiletries or other things pack for a pilgrimage to the Eternal City. 

o What was in that suitcase? 
o Hundreds of rosary beads, crucifixes and key chains – enough to fill that 

suitcase.  The purpose was to get objects blessed and to bring them home to 
Boston.   

o Because this was only 4 days after our new Pope’s election, there was only 
one item being sold in the religious stores along the Borgo Pio with Pope 
Francis’ face on coat-of-arms on it.  It was a keychain with that famous photo 
of Pope Francis being overwhelmed there on the balcony.   

o Those keychains that you are now holding were blessed that day by 
Pope Francis.   

o Those keychains in your hands now were blessed on the day Pope Francis 
announced to the world how important the message of mercy would be to his 
papacy. 

o I was that crazy bald guy in the square.  I’m honored that I can now give 
those keychains as a gift to each one of you. 

o I hope you like them.   
 
• February 10, 2016.  Who can tell me what that day is? 

o Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. 
o 11 days from now. 

  



 
• My talk is titled, “Are you tough enough to be a Man of Mercy? 7 Challenges." 
 
• So my FIRST CHALLENGE to you is between now and Ash Wednesday is to 

pray the year of mercy prayer. 
o Have these medals/keychains in your hand as you do it.  
o Pray for Pope Francis. 
o Ask God to make this your best Lent yet.   
o Ask God to deepen your faith.   
o Ask God to help you understand in a new way the power of his mercy. 
o Ask God to lead many people around you to the font of his mercy.   
o Let’s begin now.  Let’s say that prayer together now. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 
Show us your face and we will be saved. 
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 
made Peter weep after his betrayal, 
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us,  
the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: 
“If you knew the gift of God!” 
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness 
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: 
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 
and restore sight to the blind. 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, 
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
Amen 

o Men, are you up to this challenge?  Can you pray this prayer each day for the 
next 11 days? 

  



 
• Ash Wednesday as you know is the beginning of the Holy Season of Lent.    

o It is a period to grow closer to God.   
o We get asked to change things.   
o Giving up Chocolate, sweets, booze aren’t necessarily bad things – but they 

don’t necessarily help one grow closer to God, certainly as much as praying 
more, serving more, learning more.   

o Perhaps fast from radio stations and television stations you typically watch 
and listen/watch great Catholic programming or videos.  Perhaps fast from 
the things you typically read and read the Bible for 15 minutes per day.   

o Perhaps demonstrate love more by practicing the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy, which we’ll speak about later.   

 
• But my SECOND CHALLENGE is a specific thing you could do to start this 

Lent in the Year of Mercy.  This might be a hard challenge for some of you.  
On Ash Wednesday, on February 10, I would like to challenge you to give this 
keychain away.   

o Bless someone with it.   
o Tell them the story of how it was blessed by Pope Francis in his first Angelus 

message on St. Patrick’s day, when he first shared the messages of Mercy 
that have led to the Holy Year. 

o Tell them why you want to give it to them.   
o You can give it to anyone – a mom or dad, son or daughter, brother or sister.  

Someone that is very devoted or someone far away from the Church.  
Someone that is young or someone that is near death.   

o Have some fun with it or make it something solemn.  Your call. 
 
• So some of you are probably asking yourselves right now why would I ask you 

to give away this new possession?  What’s the connection with the Year of 
Mercy and the challenges? 

o Here’s the deal.  This keychain, like the articles that were blessed that day by 
Pope Francis, has religious and sentimental value.  I treasure things like that 
because it brings back memories and for many other reasons.   

o From the look on many of your faces, I could tell that this gift was something 
that you also valued for similar reasons.   

o However, this TANGIBLE thing of spiritual value is NOTHING compared to 
the intangible mercy that we have received and can continue to receive by 
our loving God.   

o And, importantly, when we receive a gift as valuable as God’s mercy, don’t 
we want to make sure others are blessed by it too. 

o Mercy is a gift to us and a gift we can give to others.  



o This keychain is a gift I can give once to you, and that you can give once to 
someone else on Ash Wednesday.   

o But mercy is the gift that keeps on giving.  God to us.  Us to others.   
o Let us live this year of mercy as both grateful receivers and generous givers.   
o Men, are you up to this challenge?  Can you steward this blessed keychain 

for 11 days and then bless someone else with it? 
 
• Let me share a story. 

o There was a father who ran a farm.  He had two sons.  When the boys 
reached maturity, the younger son said to his Father that he didn’t see a 
future for himself on the farm and asked the Father for a lot of money to go 
off and start a life in the big city in another country.  The Father was very 
disappointed and he wasn’t sure he would see his younger son ever again.  
But he decided to give the son the substantial sum that had been requested.  
Everyone besides the Father resented the younger son’s selfishness and 
thought the Father was crazy with his generosity.   

o The son said his goodbyes and moved a few days later.  Over time, the 
younger son spent all that the Father had given him in sinful and wasteful 
living.  Then things got really bad for him as a famine took place in his new 
country.  He had no food.  He had no family that loved him.  Since he knew 
farming from his youth, he went and hired himself out to a farmer in his new 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  He was so hungry that 
he thought over and over that he wished he could just eat the food that he 
was serving to the pigs.  But no one gave him any food.   

o Then, he came to his senses.  He thought to himself, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger!  My father is very generous with those that work for him.  It would be 
much better to work for him than to work here.  So he packed up and left to 
return to his Father’s farm.   

o Along the way, he rehearsed his speech. “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands.”’  

o He repeated it over and over, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.”’ 

o He hoped his Father would go for it.  After a long journey he was even 
hungrier and wondered what would he do if his Father said no, even after his 
pleading, begging and bargaining.   

o He was totally exhausted when he finally came over the hill and could see his 
Father’s farm in the distance.  The son became nervous that he would forget 
his well rehearsed lines so he started anxiously practicing them once again.   



o But then the Father saw him.  His son looked TERRIBLE.  The Father was 
filled with compassion and then he started running and running.  Faster and 
further than he did in years.   

o The son had been staring at the ground rehearsing his lines so he didn’t 
notice his Father coming out to him until the end.  He was startled when his 
dad bear-hugged him and then kissed him on the forehead.   His love was 
tender – not tough.   

o The boy started his speech, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

o The Father then put his hand over his son’s mouth.  He said to one of his staff 
who had arrived, “quickly, bring out a robe—in fact, get me the best one—
and then put it on him; get one of my rings and put it on his finger; get a pair 
of my pairs and put it on his feet.   

o Then the Father said to another one of his staff.  “You, go get the fatted calf 
that we have been saving.  Kill it and cook it.  Let’s celebrate tonight.  My son 
was dead, but he is alive again!  He was lost but now is found!’  

o Of course, this story is based on the Parable of the Prodigal Son from Luke 
15.  In it we see the joy of the loving father and we can only imagine the joy of 
the forgiven son.   

 
• But as we know from other times we have read this story, that this is not the end of 

the parable.  
o The older son had been out in the field. When he was returning from his day 

of work and was approaching the house and heard music and dancing. He 
asked one of the workers who he passed what was going on ad learned that 
his brother had returned and that the Father had killed the fatted calf to 
celebrate his safe return. 

o The older brother became incensed.  He started shouting to everyone who 
could listen.  So many guests came by and encouraged him to join the party, 
but the brother refused to go in.  Then his Father saw him and came out, 
asking him to come in.   

o But the older son answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been 
working very hard for you, and I have never disobeyed you; yet you have 
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’  How could you, Dad?  That’s 
not right.  That’s not fair.  

o Then the father took a deep breath, and got close to his son and answered 
him: ‘Son, I love you.  You are always with me and all that is mine is yours. 
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

o What happened next?  Did the elder brother come into the party?  If so, how 
did he embrace his younger brother and what was there relationship going 



forward?  What happened when the Father died?  Did the older brother care 
for his younger sibling just like his Father did?  Did the Prodigal Son begin to 
act toward everyone like his Father and show love and mercy?  Was he not 
selfish any longer?   

 
• The older brother was about Justice and Fairness.  The younger brother took his 

share of the estate of the father and wasted it.  He is getting what he deserved.  We 
shouldn’t throw him a party, certainly not an extravagant one.   

• We can all be the older brother.  Not just a tough love, but a hardened heart.  This 
year of Mercy is an invitation to move from seeing the world with the tough eyes of 
the older brother to the merciful gaze of the Loving Father. 

 
• Now my THIRD CHALLENGE during this Year of Mercy involves the gift of 

forgiveness. 
o I’d like to challenge you to take a few hours and review who has hurt us, 

wronged us, or taken advantage of us – particularly family members and 
friends close enough to us that we consider family.   

o Who has made mistakes earlier in life that have embarrassed themselves and 
embarrassed our families?   

o Who have we written off?   
o Who is our heart hardened towards forgiving?   
o Who is now having to “face the consequences” of their decisions to 

intentionally or unintentionally hurt us?   
o After coming up with the list, I recommend you share it with God in prayer.  

Ask him to help you to show them mercy and to forgive them their trespasses 
or debts.   

o Then, knowing in some cases it will be hard, I challenge you guys to do what 
Nike has been asking us for years – to just do it.  To just forgive them.   

o Be “merciful as the father is merciful” not “hardened as the older brother is 
hardened.”   

o Give those around you the same gift that the loving father did in the prodigal 
son, the gift of forgiveness, love, reconciliation.  The gift of mercy.   

o Men, are we up for this challenge? 
  



 
• The next challenge for the Year of Mercy is also inspired by this parable.  The 

FOURTH CHALLENGE is bring at least one prodigal son and prodigal back to 
the Father.  

o We are all sinners, we have made mistakes.  We have all chosen at times in a 
selfish way and drifted away from a close relationship with God.  Some of us 
here today might be in that place now.  Unlike the young son in the parable, 
we haven’t yet “come to our senses.”   

o But I’d like to go back to the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 15 once again, in a 
slightly different way.   

o In Church, we often hear the parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and 
Prodigal Son on different days.  But Jesus told those 3 parables IN A ROW in 
answer to the grumbling of the Pharisees and Scribes that were grumbling 
that Jesus always ate with sinners.   

o In response to that criticism, that grumbling, that whining, Jesus then shared 
the parable of the lost sheep where the good shepherd leaves the 99 in 
search and rescue for the lost one.  Then he shared the parable of the woman 
with 10 coins who has lost one and who turns over every piece of furniture 
until she finds it.  Then he shares the parable of the Lost Son, in which the 
Father runs out after the prodigal and rejoices in finding again one of his 2 
sons.  We can easily see the similarities between the 3 parables in terms of 
seeking out the “lost” with maximum effort.  But when we don’t hear all 3 
parables together, we don’t often see that they END the same way. 

§ When the Parable of the Lost Sheep ends, Jesus says: And when the 
Shepherd comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 

§ When the Parable of the Lost Coin ends, Jesus says: When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” 

§ When the Parable of the Lost Son ends, Jesus says that the Father, 
who represents our merciful father in heaven, that “we had to celebrate 
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to 
life; he was lost and has been found.” 

o Jesus responded to that group of Pharisees and Scribes – who perhaps were 
hardened like the older brother in the Parable of the Lost Son – by telling 
them not one, not two but 3 stories that had the punchline that HEAVEN 
rejoices when one sinner that repents and returns. 

o HEAVEN rejoices. 



o Men, how about this Year of Mercy, how about this Lent, we do everything 
we can to get heaven to throw a party?  If we are the person lost, we can 
start a party today.  Father Roger, Father Cadin and other priests can hear 
your confession today.  Right now if you want to leave this talk.  Or at the end 
of the day. 

o For most of us, through prayer, suggestion, invitation, accompaniment let us 
identify people in our life that NEED to experience first-hand the bear hug and 
loving embrace of our Merciful Father.  To relieve the weight of all the 
burdens they are carrying.  God wants to enlist your help to search for His 
lost. Every one you bring back causes a party in heaven.  Are you up for that 
challenge?   

o As we get to Lent there are 2 programs that I want you to know about.  First 
is the Wednesday evening program called “The Light is on for You” in every 
parish.  From 6:30-8:00pm, priests will be hearing confessions.  This is much 
more convenient for most people than Saturday afternoons.  The next is a 
world-wide initiative of Pope Francis – 24 Hours for the Lord on March 4 and 
5.  Confessions will be available around the clock at 12 parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Boston, including the Cathedral.  Up here there is a parish 
participating in Lynn, North Reading, Lowell, Townsend and Amesbury.   

 
§ Central Region   

• Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston   
§ South Region   

• Immaculate Conception, Stoughton   
• Sacred Heart, Middleborough   
• Saint Paul, Hingham   

§ West Region   
• Saint Catherine, Norwood   
• Immaculate Conception, Marlborough 
• Our Lady of Fatima Shrine, Holliston   

§ North Region   
• Saint Joseph, Lynn   
• Saint Theresa, North Reading   

§ Merrimack Region   
• Holy Family, Amesbury   
• Saint John the Evangelist, Townsend   
• Saint Joseph the Worker Shrine, Lowell   

  



 
• The FIFTH CHALLENGE for the Year of Mercy is to take a PILGRIMAGE and 

enter the HOLY DOOR.   
o This comes directly from Pope Francis’ document, The Face of Mercy.  
o Like many previous Jubilees, Catholics are invited to visit Rome and to go 

through the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  But in his care and 
thoughtfulness, Pope Francis wanted to make this accessible throughout the 
world, so he asked every diocesan Cathedral in the world, such as our 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston, to make one of its doors a holy door 
so that people could enter through it. 

o Here’s what Pope Francis said in his document: 
§ The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, 

because it represents the journey each of us makes in this life. Life itself 
is a pilgrimage, and the human being is a pilgrim travelling along the 
road, making his way to the desired destination. Similarly, to reach the 
Holy Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, each 
according to his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This will 
be a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach and requires dedication and 
sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: by crossing the 
threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace God’s 
mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as the 
Father has been with us. 

o So make a pilgrimage to the Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston, a 
Cathedral in a nearby diocese, a trip to the National Basilica in Washington, a 
trip to St. Peter’s in Rome or any other Cathedral in the world.  Please also 
bring people with you to experience the same graces. 

o Men, are you up for this fifth challenge? 
 
• The SIXTH CHALLENGE for the Year of Mercy is to receive the PLENARY 

INDULGENCE. 
o Here is what the Holy Father said about this in the “Face of Mercy” (22). 
o A Jubilee entails the granting of indulgences. This practice will acquire an 

even more important meaning in the Holy Year of Mercy. God’s forgiveness 
knows no bounds. In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God makes 
even more evident his love and its power to destroy all human sin. 
Reconciliation with God is made possible through the paschal mystery and 
the mediation of the Church. Thus God is always ready to forgive, and he 
never tires of forgiving in ways that are continually new and surprising. 
Nevertheless, all of us know well the experience of sin. We know that we are 
called to perfection (cf. Mt 5:48), yet we feel the heavy burden of sin. Though 
we feel the transforming power of grace, we also feel the effects of sin typical 
of our fallen state. Despite being forgiven, the conflicting consequences 



of our sins remain. In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God forgives our 
sins, which he truly blots out; and yet sin leaves a negative effect on the way 
we think and act. But the mercy of God is stronger even than this. It becomes 
indulgence on the part of the Father who, through the Bride of Christ, his 
Church, reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him from every residue left by 
the consequences of sin, enabling him to act with charity, to grow in love 
rather than to fall back into sin. 

o The Church lives within the communion of the saints. In the Eucharist, this 
communion, which is a gift from God, becomes a spiritual union binding us to 
the saints and blessed ones whose number is beyond counting (cf. Rev 7:4). 
Their holiness comes to the aid of our weakness in a way that enables the 
Church, with her maternal prayers and her way of life, to fortify the weakness 
of some with the strength of others. Hence, to live the indulgence of the Holy 
Year means to approach the Father’s mercy with the certainty that his 
forgiveness extends to the entire life of the believer. To gain an indulgence is 
to experience the holiness of the Church, who bestows upon all the fruits of 
Christ’s redemption, so that God’s love and forgiveness may extend 
everywhere. Let us live this Jubilee intensely, begging the Father to forgive 
our sins and to bathe us in his merciful “indulgence.” 

o To gain the plenary indulgence for yourself (or as a gift to someone else living 
or deceased) before November 20, you need to do the following: 

§ Make a pilgrimage to the Holy Door 
§ Make a profession of faith / say the Nicene Creed 
§ Sacramentally confess their sins;   
§ Participate in the celebration of, and receive, the Holy Eucharist with a 

reflection on mercy;    
§ Pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, the Pope.   

o While the three conditions may be fulfilled several days before or after the 
performance of the indulgenced work, it is fitting that Communion be 
received, the prayer for the intention of the Holy Father, and the profession of 
faith be said on the same day. 

§  A single sacramental confession suffices for several plenary 
indulgences but receiving Communion and praying for the intentions of 
the Holy Father are required for each indulgence.   

o What is an indulgence? 
o The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#1471): “An indulgence is a remission 

before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already 
been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains under 
certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church which, as the 
minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of 
the satisfactions of Christ and the saints.”  

o  The US Catholic Catechism for Adults (p. 244): “Every sin has consequences. 
It disrupts our communion with God and the Church, weakens our ability to 



resist temptation, and hurts others. The necessity of healing these 
consequences, once the sin itself has been forgiven, is called temporal 
punishment. Prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and other works of charity can take 
away entirely or diminish this temporal punishment. Because of the fullness of 
redemption obtained for us by Christ, the Church attaches to certain prayers 
and actions an indulgence or pardon, that is, the full or partial remission of 
temporal punishment due to sin. Christ, acting through the Church, brings 
about the healing of the consequences of sin when an individual uses such a 
prayer or engages in such an action.” 

 
• The SEVENTH CHALLENGE for the Year of Mercy is to intentionally practice 

each of the 7 Corporal and the 7 Spiritual works of mercy at least once this 
year.   

o Lent would be a great time to begin these, perhaps one per week.   
o Jesus himself in Matthew 25 gave us 6 of the 7 corporal works of mercy: “For 

I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and 
you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you 
came to Me.’ (Mt. 25: 33-46) 

o Corporal Works of Mercy 
§ Feed the hungry 
§ Give drink to the thirsty 

• Give funds or materials to food pantries or meal centers 
• Volunteer there 

§ Shelter the homeless 
• Get involved in the work to care for refugees 
• Support shelters in your area through gifts of time or treasure 
• Consider taking in a family member or friend in need (elderly) 

§ Clothe the naked 
• Make clothing donations to thrift stores  
• Organize a drive to send sport uniforms to poor countries 

§ Care for the sick 
• Visit family members and friends who are ill 
• Pray for the sick individually by name 
• Make meals for people who are in touch situations 

§ Visit the imprisoned 
• Support prison ministry or join a team that visits prisons. 
• Ask prison chaplains about someone that might appreciate 

receiving regular letters.   
§ Bury the dead 

• Help Catholics get their plans in order (particularly if the next of 
kin isn’t a faithful person) 



• Attend wakes and funerals 
• Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary with and for people 

who are near death.   
o Spiritual Works of Mercy 

§ To admonish the sinner (correct those who need correction) 
• Kindly speak up, with charity, against sinful and unjust practices 

in the culture.   
• Love the sinner, hate the sin.   

§ To instruct the ignorant (teach the faith to others) 
• Pass on the faith to kids and grandkids. 
• Sign up to teach RCIA, confirmation, youth group or religious ed. 
• Turn on Catholic Radio in every car and put on a bumper sticker. 

§ To counsel the doubtful (give advice to those who need it) 
• Have a heart for those that are struggling/depressed. 
• Help those looking for jobs and facing big decisions. 

§ To comfort the sorrowful (give comfort to those who suffer) 
• Call or visit friends in difficult situations. 
• Make a meal or care package for someone struggling. 
• Write an encouraging note to someone in need of support.   

§ To bear wrongs patiently (be patient with others) 
• To practice loving patience with family members and co-workers 
• Hold your tongue or don’t honk your horn 

§ To forgive all injuries (to forgive others who hurt you.) 
• Forgive and pray for all those that have hurt you.  
• Invite estranged family members to gatherings. 
• Don’t speak ill of others  

§ To pray for the living and the dead (to pray for everyone who needs 
our prayers) 

• Keep a list of people who need prayers close at hand. 
• Obtain an indulgence this year for family members or friends that 

have died. 
• Have masses celebrated for those in need or departed friends 

and family.   
 
• Please permit me a few concluding thoughts.   

o Many of you know of my involvement with Catholic Radio 1060AM as well as 
the new Catholic radio stations in Spanish in Lawrence and Framingham.   

o Please invite people to listen to Catholic radio.  God uses it to transform 
people’s lives as they grow in faith.  It is 24/7 adult faith formation. 

o If you’d like to put a bumper sticker/magnet on your car, I have some in the 
back.  Thank you in advance for your help with those. 



o I also have some business cards that encourage people to fast from secular 
media for an hour per day and listen to Catholic radio.  If you’d be willing to 
hand those out to people, please take as many as you can hand out. 

 
• In God’s plan to grant mercy to us, there is the critical role of the Sacrament of 

Confession.   
o We need priests – good priests – to be ministers of mercy.   
o My good friend, Dan Kennedy, who came with me this year just wrote a book 

to raise money for seminarians that study at St. John’s.  Literally, the copies 
just arrived yesterday and the book launch is on February 8.  So you can 
literally get copies 2-80 if you’d like. 

o The book is on Dan’s son, Danny, who in 2007 was ordained a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Boston.  Dan was a fiery red-headed Irishman who felt the 
call of the Lord, who resisted it for a time, and ultimately became a fantastic 
priest.   

o But after 247 days of priestly ministry – about 8 months – Danny had a heart 
attack and died while he was visiting his younger brother.  He had just 
baptized a friend’s baby in Connecticut and he remarked to his brother how 
happy he was as a priest. 

o It’s a great book and I highly recommend it to you.  So if you’d like to read it 
or to give it to a young man that you think might have a vocation, I’d 
encourage you to pick up one of Dan’s copies, ask him to sign it, and your 
funds will go to support St. John’s.   

 

I’d like to end by sharing the end of Pope Francis’ document.   
• I present, therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy dedicated to living 

out in our daily lives the mercy which the Father constantly extends to all of us.  
• In this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to surprise us. He never tires of casting 

open the doors of his heart and of repeating that he loves us and wants to share 
his love with us.  

• The Church feels the urgent need to proclaim God’s mercy. Her life is authentic 
and credible only when she becomes a convincing herald of mercy. She knows 
that her primary task, especially at a moment full of great hopes and signs of 
contradiction, is to introduce everyone to the great mystery of God’s mercy by 
contemplating the face of Christ.  

• The Church is called above all to be a credible witness to mercy, professing it 
and living it as the core of the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

• From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of God, the great 
river of mercy wells up and overflows unceasingly. It is a spring that will never 
run dry, no matter how many people draw from it. Every time someone is in 
need, he or she can approach it, because the mercy of God never ends.  

 
Thank you! 


